
Vol. 3, Issue No. 1     www.facebook.com/deltaartsalliance          DECEMBER 2014

he Delta Arts Alliance has been 
awarded a $18,000. 00 grant from 
the Mississippi Arts Commission 
(MAC). The grant is a portion 
of  the $1.34 million in grants the 
Commission will award in 2014-

2015. The grants are made possible by 
continued funding from the Mississippi 
State Legislature 
and the National 
Endowment for 
the Arts.

“The creative 
economy has never 
been more vibrant 
that it is today in 
the communities 
across Mississippi,” 
stated Dr. Tom 
Pearson, Executive 
Director at MAC. 
“The agency is 
honored to play 
a small role in 
assisting these organizations to continue 
their work of  reinforcing the value of  the 
arts and the role they play in creative-place 
making and economic development.”

The Delta Arts Alliance, under its 
mission to provide meaningful and 
accessible experiences for the community 
with art through arts education and 
public art exhibitions, will use these MAC 

monies support the work of  its stalwart 
artist-in-residence program, its growing 
after-school arts education program and 
its continued commitment to provide 
artist opportunities to exhibit their work 
in the gallery space at the Ellis, as well 
as our exhibition partners, the Bologna 
Performing Arts Center and the Bolivar 

County Library 
System.

The Mississippi 
Arts Commission, a 
state agency, serves 
the residents of  the 
state by providing 
grants that support 
programs to enhance 
the communities; 
assist artists and 
arts organizations; 
promote the arts 
in education and 
celebrate Mississippi’s 
cultural heritage. 

Established in 1968, the Mississippi Arts 
Commission is funded by the Mississippi 
Legislature, the National Endowment for 
the Arts, the Mississippi Endowment for 
the Arts at the Community Foundation of  
Greater Jackson and other private sources. 
The agency serves as an active supporter 
and promoter of  arts in community life 
and in arts education #DAA
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“To serve as a bridge to connect diverse cultures through their contributions to the arts to create a  common vision and to develop strategies for making the arts a more prominent part of daily life.”

The creative economy
 has never been more 

vibrant that it is today in 
the communities 

across  Mississippi.

The Delta Arts Alliance has seen tremendous growth in its after-school programming and now off ers six individual off erings, with 11 
classes under the tutelage of eight instructors. The School of Dance has seen its enrollment triple in size since last December. 

The Delta Arts Alliance sponsors fi eld trips to area schools and works in conjunction with the exhibiting artist to present a lecture to 
the incoming students. Here, Gerald DeLoach answers questions from visiting Indianola Academy juniors and seniors. 

New partnerships bring continued arts education opportunities to our community, including nature-based projects in conjunction 
with The Cleveland Farmer’s Market. Here, veteran artist-in-residence Lawson King works with aspiring artist, Keelie Moon on 
a potato art project. The Ellis Gallery also continues to host weekend workshops for the youth to try new mediums and artistic 
techniques. Amber Wolfe worked with Marianne Powell to make hand-made paper cards in time for Valentine’s Day. 

The Delta Arts Alliance off ered a summer of arts education opportunities and also partnered with the Bologna Performing Arts 
Center to provide arts education projects in conjunction with the BPAC Family Movie Series. Artists received preferred seating and 
free popcorn. Here, young painters created wintery masterpieces before the showing of Frozen. 


